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February 7, 2019 was the 5th Annual Blaze & Camo Day — Hunter’s Rally in Annapolis (photo, left). That same day, the MFA and the
Association of Forest Industries hosted a legislative reception in Annapolis. Several MFA Board Members attended (photo, right — pictured
from left to right): Joe Hinson, Jonathan Kays, Bill Miles, Elizabeth Hill, Tom Johnson, Todd Berman and Steve McHenry.

Message from the President
“Be the change that you want to see: in your church, your local schools, and in your community.”
Things are changing at MFA. We have a new executive director, a revamped website, increase social media presence,
and a great Board of Directors. Beth Hill, our new executive director, jumped right into the job during the winter. She
has already updated our web presence and organized a great legislative reception in Annapolis that was co-sponsored
with Association of Forest Industries (AFI), which represents several sawmills and loggers across the state in the
Maryland Legislature. The legislative reception was a great success and was the first such joint legislative reception
that I can remember between these two organizations.
Beth has been busy making contacts and impressions with people across the state. Recently, she connected with Jeannie
Haddaway-Riccio, the new Maryland DNR Secretary to welcome her to the position. Beth brings years of experience
and contacts to the job from her involvement with Dorchester Lumber, their logging crew and management of her
family lands in Maryland, Delaware and Virginia. She serves on several committees and has spoken to several groups
about the services that loggers do for landowners across the state to keep the forests healthy. Beth is currently in the
LEAD Maryland Program (Class XI) where she will make more contacts and be exposed to all types of agricultural
Continued on page 11
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MARYLAND CELEBRATES
ARBOR DAY
Maryland Arbor Day was celebrated
on April 3, 2019. National Arbor Day
is April 26. Communities around
the state celebrate throughout the
month of April.
To celebrate Maryland Arbor Day,
MFA Executive Director Elizabeth
Hill planted a tree at Port of
Leonardtown Winery in Southern
Maryland during her LEAD Class
XI seminar to the area. Hill was
joined by her LEAD classmates (see
photograph on front page). The tree
was donated by MFA for the event.
Other Maryland Arbor Day News:
Tina and William Buckel from Garrett
County were named Maryland Tree
Farmers of The Year 2019.
Dan Lewis of the Maryland Forest
Service in Howard and Montgomery
counties was named Tree Farm
Inspector of the Year.
Students participated in the annual
Arbor Day Poster Contest. This
year’s winners were: Lydia Secrist
(Accident, Garrett County) - First
Place, receiving 15 trees for planting
for her school; Jakiara Baker, Erica
Daymude and Autumn Edwards
(Mechanicsville, St. Mary’s County)
- shared Second Place, receiving ten
trees for their school; and Hailey
Ciccarelli and Molly Richards
(Eldersburg, Carroll County), in third
place, receiving five trees.
Check for more Arbor Day events
happening in your community
and please share them with us on
Facebook.com/marylandforests or on
Instagram @mdforests.
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Left, an active harvest of a well managed spruce woodlot on a grain farm in Austria.
Right, an Austrian district heating plant - wood burns to heat water which generates
energy. See more photos at mdforests.org/post/austria

Markets for Low-Value Wood:
a Model from Austria
Beginning in the 1990s, the Austrian government began heavily investing
in the private development of renewable energy to deal with the dual issues
of national security and climate change. They saw early on that even with
solar and wind resources fully developed they could not come close to
meeting their energy needs. And so they turned to wood...
It’s interesting to me how different parts of the world are more similar than different.
I’ve had the opportunity to travel to unusual places and see how other people address
the same problems we have. I recently saw an example in Austria while traveling
with a small group of American foresters and engineers. We were seeking to answer:
“How did Austria become the world’s expert in using wood for energy?” What we
learned could (and should) be a treasury of good ideas applicable to Maryland.
A striking first impression of Austria is how similar it is to Maryland. Our itinerary
kept us zig-zagging around the Danube valley region of Austria and southern
Germany, which looks and feels like Baltimore or Carroll County. We never went
into the Alps, although we saw them looming in the background for a couple of
days. Curiously, Maryland could be a twin sister to Austria. We share highly similar
statistics regarding population, urbanization, age class, land use distribution, etc. To
us forestry folks, it became more similar. Forests cover 47% of their landscape and
80% of the forest is privately owned. Nearly all of the ownerships are less than 500
acres and 40% of forest landowners have just five acres of woods or less. Of the
200,000 forest owners, a handful (1.5%) own over half of the forest – a continuing
legacy of their feudal history, which we fortunately do not share. Sawtimber markets
provide the driving force of their forestry enterprises. Sound familiar?
Not once did we see a neglected woodlot. The woods are very healthy natural
stands of spruce, pine, oak and beech. None of them appeared manicured as some
sort of sterile fiber factory. On the contrary, they were all very natural – just well
kept. Everywhere we saw family-owned forests, all with proper spacing, excellent
structures, free from invasive species and abounding with wildlife.
So what’s their secret? We think we discovered it: strong markets for low-grade
wood. Just like here in Maryland, sawtimber markets are the financial backbone
of silviculture but Austria deliberately created markets for low-grade wood. Those
markets enable good forestry practices. They also have a supply chain and wood
distribution system that captures production efficiencies so that very small producers
can tap these markets. More on that in a future article perhaps.
Beginning in the 1990s, the Austrian government began heavily investing in the
private development of renewable energy to deal with the dual issues of national
security and climate change. They saw early on that even with solar and wind
resources fully developed they could not come close to meeting their energy needs.
And so they turned to wood. This came in the nick of time for forestry. Before
government investments, sawmills had limited outlets for residues and landowners
had none. Tapping the government cost-share (up to 40% of project costs), local mills
Continued on page 3

Upcoming Events

_________

2019 Maryland Statewide
Turkey Season
APRIL 18 - MAY 23
_________

Master Logger Training
Program Core Courses
MAY 15 - 21
Allegany College, Garrett County
Four courses available on OSHA
training and sustainable forestry.
Register at
mddemasterlogger.eventbrite.com
_________

2019 Maryland Land
Conservation Conference
MAY 16 - 17
Maritime Conference Center,
Linthicum Heights
Covering land conservation topics
including community engagement,
organizational development and
communications, sustainability,
and regional partnerships.
Register at dnr.maryland.gov/met/
Pages/conference.aspx.
_________

UME General Forestry
Course Enrollment
JUNE 1
Both paper and online versions of
the course will be offered, Sept.1
through Dec. 15. Register online at
extension.umd.edu/forestry-course
_________

MNLGA Annual
Summer Field Day
JUNE 25
Visiting Perennial Farm and
Manor View Farms in Baltimore
County. Register at mnlga.org
_________

More events on
page 5

Executive Director’s Message
Wow, what a start to 2019! It is exciting to be serving as
Executive Director of the Maryland Forests Association.
I have so much to learn, but I believe this organization is
making substantial headway in becoming a stronger voice
for forestry, especially in Annapolis.
We started the year by partnering with the Association of
Forest Industries, hosting a joint Legislative Reception in
Annapolis. The event was well attended by legislators,
as well as representatives from the Governor’s Office,
DNR and MDA, MFA board members, landowners and
hunters, giving all in attendance the chance to talk about
issues facing the forest community. Without a doubt the
biggest issue was, and still is, the conversion of the Eastern
Correctional Institution from a woody biomass plant to
natural gas. This one facility accounts for 1/3 of the total
chip market on the Eastern Shore. The conversion will have
serious negative impacts on the forests, landowners, and
industry. Forest management is impossible without markets.
We will continue working to find a solution.
We also weighed in on several bills this session. MFA
opposed the banning of Chlorpyrifos, a systemic chemical
that can be used to control Spotted Lanternfly. It is not a
question of if, but when, this invasive pest will threaten our
farms and forests. We know from our experience with the
southern pine bark beetle, emerald ash borer and gypsy moth
that these tiny killers can literally destroy vast acreages of
coniferous and deciduous trees. Every tool in the federally

From our Legislative Reception, pictured from left to right:
MFA President Todd Berman, Delegate Jay Jacobs (District 36),
Elizabeth Hill, MDA Secretary Joseph Bartenfelder and
Delegate Charles Otto (District 38-A).

described pesticide arsenal must be available to protect
Maryland’s fragile forests. Maryland Farm Bureau and
RISE also opposed this bill.
Also of concern was a bill that created a Task Force on
Forest Conservation. As composed, it lacked representation
for both the private landowner and the forest products
industry. MFA asked that the bill be amended to include
a member of MFA to fill this void. Our involvement
would ensure that the policy of the State to encourage the
retention and sustainable management of forest lands
Continued on page 11

Austria Model Continued
and landowners formed cooperatives and built community
scale district heating plants fueled by wood chips. It started
slowly while the technology and concept was new, but results
were significant and suddenly a new industry was born.
Today, Austria has over 1,400 plants heating communities
with hot water piped underground into homes, offices, hospitals,and factories. There are also thousands of individual
systems, all using wood grown and harvested nearby. As the
Austrians developed wood for renewable energy, they primed
economic development in scales beyond their expectations.
Wood heat is so reliable, so price stable and so efficient
that towns with wood-fired district heating systems became
magnets for economic investment. Factories wanted to locate
there. Cost of living expenses were also affordable, so employers could attract workers. The investment fed on itself,
generating real prosperity.

John Karakash beside a roadside wood stack, a common site
in Austria. This will air dry for up to a year before it is chipped
and used for fuel. More photos at mdforests.org/post/austria

What Austria accomplished is impressive and laudable.
In thirty years, they turned around a struggling industry,
addressed a national security crisis and mitigated climate
concerns. They improved their economy and environment,
because they decided to cook water with wood.

Could Maryland do the same? Yes! Should we try to
replicate the Austrian model? Not in my opinion. Their
Another benefit the Austrians discovered was that their
history, resources and economy are unique and as similar
forests become healthier. Now, landowners have a way to
as we are, our situation is much different — especially
recover the cost of properly managing their woods. And
our culture. But, the Austrian model demonstrates that it
as the woods improved they became more productive —
is possible and that outcomes go beyond green energy.
increasing their value. Areas with wood energy plants were
growing more wood and that provided feedstock for new and Particularly intriguing is how public money was invested
different forest enterprises to spring up. Again, it fed on itself into private solutions to address national issues. Backing
wood energy in Maryland would eliminate out-of-state
and prosperity ensued. Ironically, Austrian foresters quietly
investments in high-cost fossil fuels for low-value heat,
lamented to us that their biggest problem today is a good
inject money into local economies, create jobs and new
problem to have: there’s actually too much wood. Forest
growth outpaces mill production. Another outcome of strong wealth, displace carbon and vastly improve our forests.
markets is that the farmers are moving marginal land out of
Dan Rider, Forest Stewardship & Utilization Program
grain and pasture and into forestry.
Manager, Maryland Forest Service.
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Goodbye Glatfelter, Hello Pixelle: Sale of Chillicothe’s
paper mill official
Written by Chris Balusik and originally published in the Chillicothe Gazette on November 1, 2018
CHILLICOTHE – The deal moving Chillicothe’s paper mill from
the oversight of Glatfelter to its new branding, Pixelle Specialty
Solutions LLC., has been completed and the new operators have
indicated they have a direction for the new acquisition in mind.
Pixelle Specialty Solutions is an affiliate of Lindsay Goldberg, a
global private equity firm that entered into a definitive agreement
Pixelle is a Wye Oak Sponsor of the Maryland Forests Association
with Glatfelter in August to purchase its Specialty Papers
division. The division includes the Chillicothe and Spring Grove,
Pennsylvania, paper mills, a converting operation in Fremont, and playing cards. Tim Hess serves as the company’s president.
wood yard operations in Piketon, Maryland and West Virginia.
“Pixelle has an excellent reputation with our customers, categoryThe deal closed Wednesday.
leading products and an experienced work force,” Hess said.
Lindsay Goldberg affiliate partner Steve Klinger will serve as
“Lindsay Goldberg is well-known for its long-term approach to
chairman of Pixelle Specialty Solutions. He suggested in a release building high-performance businesses. We are highly energized to
that potential operational changes have been identified.
combine Lindsay Goldberg’s expertise with our leading portfolio
of products to continue to exceed customer expectations.”
“We are extremely excited by the opportunity to work with
Pixelle to build on its great reputation with customers and
strengthen its leading market position,” Klinger said. “The value
we bring to Pixelle is our differentiated, customized approach
to manufacturing. We are in an extremely competitive paper
industry that requires mills to be efficient, productive and low
cost. We know how to drive operational efficiencies by engaging
employees and simultaneously working safely and minimizing
environmental footprints. We have already identified numerous
investments to improve efficiency and productivity and we are
ready to begin executing.”
Information on what those investments would involve was not
immediately available Thursday.
Klinger’s management team has significant experience in the
paper industry, with 150 years of combined experience with such
firms as Georgia-Pacific, Smurfit-Stone, Crown Paper Group and
Golden West Packaging Group.
Pixelle Specialty Solutions is involved with the production of
food contact papers, high speed inkjet papers, release liner,
carbonless forms, envelopes, greeting cards, trade book paper and

Glatfelter, in its own release regarding the closing of the deal,
noted that the purchase price was around $360 million. Cash
proceeds from the sale were about $323 million, and Lindsay
Goldberg assumed around $38 million in retiree healthcare
liabilities. Lindsay Goldberg also assumed about $220 million of
the pension liabilities for Specialty Papers employees and will
receive about $270 million in related assets from Glatfelter’s
existing pension plan.
Glatfelter announced early this year that it was looking at strategic
options for its Specialty Papers division as it began shifting
the focus of its business over to its Advanced Airlaid Materials
and Composite Fibers divisions. Struggles with existing market
conditions in Specialty Papers contributed to the shift in focus and
the possibility that the division would be sold.
Pixelle Specialty Solutions™ is headquartered in Spring Grove,
Pennsylvania and is a leading manufacturer and supplier of
specialty paper and engineered products with manufacturing
facilities in Pennsylvania and Ohio. Learn more at pixelle.com

The MFA Website Has a New Look!
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Please visit mdforests.org to find Maryland Forests Association news and events, as well as
industry resources. We recently had a website refresh that now includes a blog. MFA is also on
Facebook, Instagram and Twitter, you can find links to social media on our website.

Upcoming Events
for a

quick sell

Natural Resources
Career Camp
JULY 21 - 27
Week-long camp at the Hickory
Environmental Education Center
in Garrett County for high school
students to explore careers and
college studies in forestry,
wildlife and ecology.
_________

Invasive Plant ID
for Professionals
SEPTEMBER 5
Prince Frederick, Maryland
Part of the 2019 Master Gardeners
Garden Smarter Program, Hosted
by the University of Maryland
Extension Calvert County at the
Community Resources Building.
An Invasive Plant ID for
Homeowners will be held on
September 15 from 1 P.M. to 5
P.M. at the same location.
Register at
extension.umd.edu/events
_________

Ag Law Conference
NOVEMBER 14
The 5th Annual Agricultural and
Environmental Law Conference
held in Annapolis. Visit
extension.umd.edu/events
for more information.
_________

FOR MORE UPCOMING
EVENTS, PLEASE VISIT:
University of Maryland
Extension
Maryland Department
of Natural Resources
Maryland Department
of Agriculture
Maryland Forest Conservancy
District Boards
Maryland Forests Association
_________

Grassroots Engagement and Partnerships
Make the Difference
Looking to positively impact legislation and make sure your
voice is heard by elected officials? Consider partnering with
closely related industries with mutually aligned principles
to project a louder voice. Joining together makes it more
likely that your industry can make an impact in legislative
decisions.
When it comes to legislation that affects the availability
of pest control products, foresters have an ally in farmers,
certified applicators, sports turf managers and golf course
superintendents as they have several goals and concerns in
common.
First and foremost, all these professionals are careful to
be good stewards of the land. They each hold themselves
to a higher standard, especially in the mid-Atlantic region,
and often go above and beyond what is required to meet
environmental standards. And just like others who use
pesticide products, foresters support policies that put
more tools in the toolbox to combat existing and potential
invasive pests.
We are facing legislation across the country, however,
that would end access to tools that are vital to best
pest management practices. These bans affect multiple

industries, making it imperative that we all show up,
engage with our communities, and explain how these
bans would affect our industries and our cities and towns.
By broadening our scope of partners and coordinating
our efforts, our combined voices can more successfully
prevent proposed bans from becoming a reality.
Foresters, certified applicators, sports turf managers and
golf course superintendents all need to work together to
get out into their communities to tell their stories. The
past decade has shown us that a collective voice makes
the difference in promoting positive policy outcomes.
Matt Teffeau
RISE, Manager, State Public Affairs
RISE (Responsible Industry
for a Sound Environment) is
the national trade association
representing manufacturers,
formulators, distributors, and
other industry leaders involved
with pesticides. Learn more at www.pestfacts.org.
Follow us on Twitter at @PestFacts.

MFA 2019 Legislative Session Update
The Maryland Forests Association, along with the Association of Forest Industries, hosted a legislative luncheon at
Harry Browne’s in Annapolis on February 7th to share information about the environmental and economic benefits
of sustainable forestry management, aka “working forests.” Legislators, Maryland agency staff and industry leaders
from across the state gathered to hear about issues concerning MFA members.
Converting ECI to Natural Gas – MFA’s 2019 legislative priority is to raise awareness about the Eastern
Correctional Institute conversion from a wood burning facility to natural gas and the devastating impact it will have
on Maryland’s forestry industry. The provision of wood chips to ECI positively impacts about 1,000 acres of forestland
annually. Thinning forests allows faster growth of remaining trees which increases value to landowners by providing
future products for sawmills. Maryland woodlands grow 2.8 times more than wood is harvested plus there exists large
amounts of underutilized urban wood waste. Clearly, the abundance of woody biomass in Maryland could easily
support many other wood energy facilities consistent with and responsive to the Sustainable Forestry Act of 2009.
Most importantly, these lands provide income for landowners. Remove opportunity for income earnings and these
forestlands fall prey to development with its conversion of open space to impervious surfaces. MFA is urging Govenor
Hogan and other legislators to identify an alternative biomass project in an effort to mitigate the negative impacts.
See page 10 for an infographic on the economic impact of this project and visit mdforests.org for our position papers.
MFA also weighed in on the following legislation during the 2019 General Session:
SB 270 / HB 275 – PESTICIDES – USE OF CHLORPYRIFOS – PROHIBITION: MFA provided written
testimony in opposition to this ban in an effort to protect the Maryland forestry industry’s access to vital pest
management tools. Chlorpyrifos is currently under review with the EPA and is a possible management tool for the
spotted lanternfly. This legislation did not pass.
SB 729 / HB 735 – TASK FORCE ON FOREST CONSERVATION IN MARYLAND: MFA provided written
testimony in support of the proposed task force with amendments to include representation for both the private
landowner and the forest products industry. MFA requested that the bill be amended to include a MFA member to fill
this void. However, the legislation that actually passed went in a rather different direction (as no task force is being
created). SB 729/HB 735, as amended, requires the Harry R. Hughes Center for Agro-Ecology, in consultation with
DNR, MDA, the Maryland Department of the Environment (MDE), the Maryland Department of Planning (MDP),
and the Chesapeake Bay Program, to conduct a comprehensive technical study to review changes in forest cover and
tree canopy in the State.
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MFA Dick Stanfield Scholarship
Application deadline is August 31, 2019
The Dick Stanfield Scholarship was established in 2012 by the MFA, in memory and honor of long-time
member, Dick Stanfield who was instrumental in starting the Maryland Forests Association in 1976. Mr.
Stanfield had been president of the Maryland Lumberman’s Association and after it became the Maryland
Forests Association he served as vice president of its Central Maryland division, and treasurer from 1987 until
his death in 2012. The scholarship provides a $500 cash award to an MFA member, child of an MFA member,
or employee of Edrich Lumber to continue their education at the college level. The application includes short
essay and verification of college enrollment. Download the application at mdforests.org.

Photo: Maryland Department of Natural Resources

Easement Protects Anne Arundel County Forested Land
The Maryland Environmental Trust and Scenic Rivers Land Trust permanently protect 111 acres of forest, wetland
and meadow along the Little Patuxent River.
From the Maryland Department of Natural Resources
Maryland Environmental Trust and Scenic Rivers Land Trust
have permanently protected 111 acres of forestland, wetlands
and meadow along the Little Patuxent River from development.
Owner Linda Egolf granted a conservation easement on the
property, which has been in her family for more than 100 years,
forever protecting this ecologically important habitat.
“We are pleased to have worked with our partners to protect
this property” said Maryland Environmental Trust Director Bill
Leahy. “It is a privilege to assist this landowner in her goal of
protecting her family lands.
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Bay Trust with funds from Anne Arundel County’s fee-in-lieu
funds generated from Maryland’s Forest Conservation Act.
“Protecting our ecologically valuable lands is vital to protecting
our waterways and quality of life in Anne Arundel County,”
Scenic Rivers Executive Director Rick Leader said. “With this
grant program, the county is a leader in the state of Maryland,
demonstrating how to effectively and efficiently preserve green
spaces for the benefit of county residents, landowners and our
environment.”

The Maryland Environmental Trust was established by statute
in 1967 “to conserve, improve, stimulate, and perpetuate the
aesthetic, natural, health and welfare, scenic, and cultural
Funding for the conservation easement was provided by the
qualities of the environment, including, but not limited to land,
Anne Arundel County Forestry and Forested Land Protection
Grant Program, a grant program administered by the Chesapeake water, air, wildlife, scenic qualities, [and] open spaces.”

HUNT LEASE LIABILITY INSURANCE
for Maryland Forests Assciation Members
For less than the price of a new tree stand, you
can protect your hunt club, all of its members
and guests, and even the landowner with a $1
million policy. Contact Outdoor Underwriters for
more details and don’t forget to tell them that
you’re an MFA member!
For more information, contact us:

866 - 961 - 4101
or visit us online at MFA.OutdoorUnd.com

Underwritten through Outdoor Underwriters, Inc.

Please Note New Contact Info
As of January 1, 2019, The Maryland Forest Association announces its
new Executive Director, Elizabeth Hill and new contact information for the
organization:
Address: P. O. Box 332, Linkwood, Maryland 21835
Phone: (410) 463 - 1755
Email: info@mdforests.org
Our Mission
Publication Notice:

The mission of the Maryland Forests Association is to conserve and enhance

We welcome your company news

forests in Maryland by:

and updates or columns with your

•

Increasing awareness of the diverse, public benefits of forests;

professional insight. Email any

•

Supporting the sustainable use of forest resources;

•

Promoting economic opportunities for forest landowners; and,

•

Maintaining a viable local forest products industry.

submissions you may have for
the next edition of CrossCut to
beth@mdforests.org.
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Invasive Pests Continue to Pressure Maryland Forests
Spring is here and warmer weather is a welcome change for
many Marylanders. It’s also a welcome change for insects -- and
not just the good ones we like, but the bad ones too.

and Delaware. The department does not believe there is an
established population of the pest in the state. However, farmers,
foresters and conservationists remain on alert about the brightly
colored moth. It poses a significant threat to the region’s
The Emerald Ash Borer
agricultural industries, feeding on more than 70 different types of
Invasive pest species can be dangerous for Maryland forests.
plants and crops – including grapes, hops, apples, peaches, oak
The Emerald Ash Borer was first detected in the United States in and pine.
2002 in the Detroit, Michigan/Windsor, Ontario area. By 2003 it
As is the EAB, the spotted lanterfly is originally from Asia.
was detected in Prince George’s County, Maryland. The metallic
Since it was first detected, it has spread to 14 counties within
green-colored beetle is small (adults measure about 1/2 inch
Pennsylvania and has confirmed populations in Delaware,
long and 1/8 inch wide) but it’s massively destructive, having
Virginia, and New Jersey. Pennsylvania has established
killed tens of millions of trees throughout the United States
quarantine zones and a “Look Before You Leave” campaign
and Canada. USDA estimates that at the national level, if the
to help drivers be vigilant about detecting the pest and not
Emerald Ash Borer went unchecked in the lower 48 states, the
transporting it on vehicles.
undiscounted loss could range from $20 - $60 billion dollars.
Spotted lanternfly eggs hatch from late April to early May, into
Adult beetles usually emerge in mid- to late-May from
tiny white-spotted angular black nymphs and begin feeding by
infestations to the trees during the previous year (earlier if the
sucking the juice from host plants. As they grow older, nymphs
weather is warm). The average lifespan of a female EAB is two
molt and become bright red and black with white spots. Adults
months (males live about one month). She will deposit her eggs
first appear around mid-July to feed, mate, and lay eggs.
on ash trees, between layers of outer bark and in cracks and
crevices of the trunk and major branches. When the eggs hatch, What Can You Do?
the larvae borer through the bark feasting on the tree, creating
destructive tunnels and disrupting the tree’s ability to transport
water and nutrients. As a result, the trees become weak, brittle
and eventually die. Experts say it can take six months to three
years for a tree under attack to die.
The Spotted Lanternfly
The most recent invasive species to strike is the Spotted
Lanternfly, first detected in Pennsylvania in 2014. Last fall, the
Maryland Department of Agriculture confirmed that a single
adult spotted lanternfly was found on a trap in the northeast
corner of Cecil County near the border of Pennsylvania

The Emerald Ash Borer, spotted lanternfly and other invasive
insect species can only be treated by a professional. It is
important to be aware of potential threats and detect any
sightings. The Maryland Department of Agriculture asks that you
snap a picture of it, collect it, put it in a plastic bag, freeze it, and
report it to the department at DontBug.MD@maryland.gov.
Deceased samples from any life stage can be sent to the
Maryland Department of Agriculture — Plant Protection and
Weed Management at 50 Harry S. Truman Parkway, Annapolis
or call the department at (410) 841 - 5920.
For more information visit mda.maryland.gov/plants-pests
STOP THE SPREAD OF INVASIVE SPECIES
Invasive species spread in many ways, including people.
You can slow the spread of invasive species and prevent new
invasions by being an aware, responsible and vocal steward
of your own property.
Scout for invasive species. Learn which species are problems
in Maryland so you can recognize them. The MISC website
mdinvasivesp.org features helpful descriptions and pictures.

Emerald Ash Borer, photo: USDA APHIS

Avoid introducing invasive species. Check with plant
sellers before you buy, to make sure that the plant you want,
whether native or exotic, is not invasive. Ask about noninvasive alternatives for your garden.
Keep wildlife wild. Don’t approach or attempt to feed wildlife,
or release exotic pets and aquarium fish into the wild.
Avoid transporting invasive species. Seeds of invasive plants
and immature stages of insects are easily moved from place
to place on firewood, shoes, vehicles, and camping gear.
Leave species in their natural habitats. Don’t bring species
into Maryland from distant parts of the US, or other regions
of the world.
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Visit mdinvasivesp.org for more information
Spotted Lanternfly, photo: Penn State University

“Most banks don’t understand the timber industry, so
it’s good to have MARBIDCO on our side!”
– Sharon Frantz, Financial Officer, Red Rock, LLC

The Maryland Agriculture & Resource-Based Industry
Development Corporation (MARBIDCO) provides
targeted financial services to Maryland’s farm, forestry,
and seafood businesses to achieve profitability and
sustainability.
Our programs include:
• Maryland Resource-Based Industry Financing Fund
• Maryland Vineyard Planting Loan Fund
• Rural Business Equipment and Working Capital Fund
• Forestry Equipment and Working Capital Loan
• Maryland Shellfish Aquaculture & Remote Setting
Shellfish Aquaculture Loan Programs
• Rural Business Energy Efficiency Improvement Fund
• Southern Maryland Agricultural Incentive Funds

Learn more about MARBIDCO and its programs at marbidco.org

• Next Generation Farmland Acquisition Program

Membership & Sponsorship Updates
The Maryland Forests Association relies on the support of our members and sponsors to
fund our organization and to be the voice for Maryland forestry. In an effort to engage new
individuals and businesses, we have new membership categories as well as changes to our
corporate sponsorship levels.
Thanks for your support and please renew your membership. Also consider your family,
friends and neighbors who are also interested in protecting Maryland forestry and
ask them to join!
Standard Membership Rates
•

Student $10

•

Forestry Board Member (NEW!) – $20

•

Landowner/General Public – $35

•

Natural Resources Professional – $60

•

Hunting & Recreational Clubs – $80*

•

Businesses/Agencies/Organizations – $150

MFA Membership Has Benefits
•

Special insurance programs

•

Discounts with Forestry Suppliers, Inc.

•

A voice in Maryland’s leading advocacy organization
for the forestry industry and forest conservation

•

Access to news and information about Maryland’s
forestry industry

* Insurance fees must be paid directly to the insurance
company, MFA processes membership only.

•

Resources about forest management and forest
conservation

Sponsor Membership Rates

•

MFA offers three levels of Annual Sponsorship. Each level
offers annual membership to the Maryland Forests Association
plus additional advertising benefits.

Support for youth and young leaders pursuing careers
in forestry and natural resources

•

Corporate sponsors have access to an engaged group
of landowners and forestry professionals

•

Wye Oak Sponsor – $1,250.00 annually

•

Sycamore Sponsor – $875.00 annually

•

Dogwood Sponsor - $600.00 annually

Visit mdforests.org for more information about our
membership options and follow us on social media for
more news and updates.
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Converting ECI to Natural Gas: The Facts & Impacts
Regional Economic Losses*

15 DIRECT JOB LOSSES*
15 direct logging and trucking jobs
would be lost, each with an average
wage of $55,000 plus benefits

50 JOBS

$7 MILLION

$250,000

In addition to the direct job
losses, there will be further
indirect regional job losses.

Regional loss in economic
activity generated by jobs and
the payments to landowners.

The ECI conversion will result
in a decrease of $250,000 in
state and local taxes.

The hidden economic value of ECI and other wood biomass facilities, when
com parted to fossil fuel sources, is due to the local sourcing of biomass.
Studies in the Northeast find that about $0.78 of every dollar spent on fuel oil
is “exported”; meaning, those dollars do not circulate in the regional economy.

* Data based on January 2019 findings from an abbreviated IMPLAN analysis by the resource-based development consulting firm of Agricultural and Community
Development Services (ACDS) at the request of the Harry R. Hughes Center for Agro-Ecology

2.3:1 GROWTH RATE
Maryland’s annual growth of all live trees
on timberland outpaces total removals.

Healthy Forests
50-75 MILE RADIUS
Woody biomass must be locally sourced,
circulating money in the local economy and
increasing the value to rural communities.

Wood = Economical Energy
$21 MILLION SAVED
Since 2011, wood energy at ECI has averaged $4.58/mmBtu (about
half the cost of natural gas during the same period), saving the State
$21,115,205 by maintaining wood energy over gas.

$1 MILLION ANNUAL SAVINGS
Conservative calculations show the State will save $1,029,325
annually by not converting to gas, not counting the costs of the
pipeline or the conversion itself.

$300,000
Timber for ECI’s operation comes from local
landowners who are paid for their natural resources
and encouraged to maintain their forest land.

Healthy Bay
1,000 ACRES IMPROVED
Fuel wood for ECI comes from overly dense,
poor quality or low value stands, promoting
faster growth, increasing stand value and
reducing fire hazards.

Final Say: Gas is coming to
Somerset County regardless of
ECI’s conversion.
The current application for the gas line expansion
indicates that service would begin in fall of 2020.
Application documents filed with FERC make no
mention of ECI, anticipates no feeder lines to ECI.
In fact, the full volume of the additional gas coming to
Somerset County is fully committed to four customers,
none of which include ECI.

READ OUR FULL POSITION STATEMENT AT MDFORESTS.ORG

Becoming a Steward of the Land: UME Forestry Program Offers Certification Course
Learn to be a steward of the land this fall with the University of Maryland Extension General Forestry Course. Both paper and
online versions of the course will be offered, beginning Sept.1 through Dec. 15, 2019. Registration opens June 1, and interested
participants can register online at extension.umd.edu/forestry-course. This is a non-credit course with no formal classes and
covers how to protect your trees from insects, diseases, and fire; step-by-step procedures walk you through a forest inventory
and stand analysis; and the details of the forestry business are presented, including tax nuances and the sale and harvest of forest
products. Ultimately, the course exercises help you develop the framework for a stewardship plan for your forest. Cost is $150
which includes supplemental reading materials.
For more information, contact Nancy Stewart at the University of Maryland Extension, Wye Research and Education Center, at
410-827-8056, ext. 107 or nstewar1@umd.edu.

President’s Message continued

Executive Director’s Message continued

businesses across the state. Everywhere she goes, Beth brings the
story that vibrant, healthy forests are good for the environment
and the economy.

retention and sustainable management of forest lands would
continue to be met, and that the forest products industry and
the rural economies they contribute to would not be adversely
impacted.

So now the next challenge, we need more of you to be active.
Tell people how important healthy forests are. Show people the
amazing things that are still yet to be discovered in their local
parks and forests. Talk about the great products and services we
get from our Maryland forests. And most importantly if you work
in the woods tell people about the good work you are doing in
their community. Be the change that you want to see: in your
church, your local schools, and in your community.
I look forward to working with you,

I look forward to next year’s session, and urge all of you, to keep
me informed of issues that may impact your land or livelihood.
Please reach out to me. It is better to be proactive than reactive.
In the meantime, I will be busy working to form new partnerships
and increase membership. I do believe that there is “Power in
Numbers”. Renew your memberships, urge others to join, and
follow us on social media. For MFA to be effective we need all
of you standing behind us.

Todd Berman, President, Maryland Forests Association

Thanks again for this opportunity to serve you,
Beth Hill, Executive Director, Maryland Forests Association

Thank you to our sponsors!
The MFA thanks all of the companies who engage in sponsorship of the association! Sponsors help keep our educational events
affordable and improve the overall structure of the MFA. For more information on sponsorship, visit marylandforests.org.

Wye Oak Sponsors

Sycamore Sponsors

Dogwood Sponsors
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Maryland Forests Association
P.O. Box 332
Linkwood, Maryland 21835

MFA Officers & Board Members
MFA Officers:

Board Members:

Todd Berman, President

John Cheynet, GFR Forestry Consultants
(Salisbury)

Tim Smith, Treasurer/Secretary
MFA Staff:
Elizabeth Hill, Executive Director
P.O. Box 332, Linkwood, MD 21835
(410) 463 - 1755
info@mdforests.org

James Culp, Landowner (Chestertown)
Vanessa Finney, Quercus Management (Baltimore)
Joe Hinson, Northwest Natural Resource Group
(Salisbury)
Jonathan Kays, UMD Extension (Keedysville)
Steve McHenry, MARBIDCO (Annapolis)

Electronic CrossCut: If you are interested in receiving the next issue of CrossCut electronically, instead of print, e-mail
info@mdforests.org. Please include your name, company name, and e-mail address.

